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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Thank you for your support navigating the extreme weather over the last week. Hopefully we will have more    

usual summer temperatures between now and the end of term, but we will continue to communicate any         

necessary additional measures or changes. 

Warm Weather 

As the weather is warmer, please remember to send your child to school with a named sun hat and a refillable 

water bottle every day. We also ask that sun cream is applied before school, with a named bottle provided if your 

child is able to reapply it independently. These simple steps will help keep everyone safe, comfortable and ready 

to learn in the sunshine. 

  

Your School and PTFA need your help! –Carnival and Colour Run Friday 10th July (straight after the carnival)  

We are excited to let you know that we will be selling refreshments at the Carnival and hosting the Colour Run 

after the carnival on Friday 10th July. This is always a lovely event for the children, but we can’t do it without your 

help! 

If you are able to help on the refreshment stand, throw paint on the day or even help tidy up (even if it is for 30 

mins) then please sign up by clicking on the following web link (or copy it into your web browser if clicking doesn't 

work):   VolunteerSignup - Online volunteer signup sheets - Carnival and colour run 2026 signup sheet 

Colour run tickets are on sale now, tickets are £4 each or 3 for £10. Calcot Schools PTFA 

 

PTFA EGM Meeting—Wednesday 8th July 4pm Infant hall 

This meeting has been called as the current Chair, Treasurer and Secretary will all be stepping down from their 

roles. In order for the PTFA and its charitable activities to continue, new committee members will need to be 

elected. We will be electing the key committee roles of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. Without enough             

volunteers to take on these positions, and enough members present to elect them, the PTFA will unfortunately be 

unable to continue.  

  
Bath Road crossing 

Olivia Bailey has written to West Berkshire Council outlining the concerns that families and local residents have 
raised with the Bath Road crossing. Olivia will continue to make the case for improvements at the crossing, so that 
local people and families taking children to and from Calcot Schools feel safe. If you have not already done so, 
please complete the form and share your concerns.    https://oliviabailey.co.uk/calcot-a4-crossing/ 

 
Production donations 

Year 2 and Year 6 are looking forward to their productions next week. Don’t forget, we are also asking for          

voluntary contributions to support us to provide this opportunity. We have added a payment item on MCAS, 

where you are able to choose the amount that you would like to pay if you are able to support with the costs. The 

https://volunteersignup.org/WTH8J
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/ptfacalcotschools/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=119623
https://oliviabailey.co.uk/calcot-a4-crossing/
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Summer Music Concert – Sunday  

Our Year 6 Gifted and Talented Steel Pans group and the school choir recently took part in a wonderful choir    

concert alongside the visiting men's choir, ‘Thames Valley Chorus’. The children performed brilliantly, showcasing 

their musical talents, enthusiasm and confidence. It was a fantastic opportunity to perform with other musicians 

and an enjoyable afternoon was had by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you missed this event, you will have the chance to hear the choir and steel pans at the carnival on 10th July. 

 

Get ready for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge for chil-
dren aged 4-11 years! 

Once again, West Berkshire Libraries are challenging primary-
aged children to read six library books between 1st July and 
15th September and collect FREE incentives for their achieve-
ments as they read, with medals and        certificates for every-
one who completes the Challenge.          Developed by national 
charity The Reading Agency, the theme of this year’s Challenge 
is ‘Read to the Beat’, which is all about music and rhythm. It 
aims to inspire children to explore the  connection between sto-
ries and songs and discover how      reading and music can ignite 
imagination and creativity. 

There is no need to wait until the school holidays begin – drop in to your local library to find out more and sign up 
from 1st July. There is also a mini challenge for children under 4, and       something for teenagers and adults too. 
Get the whole family reading this summer! Libraries - West Berkshire Council 

 

Scooting and Cycling to School 

If your child travels to school by bike or scooter, please help us to ensure they do so safely. We kindly ask that 
children dismount and push their bikes or scooters when they arrive on the school site and make their way to the 
bike sheds. Please also ensure they wear a bike helmet each day. 
 
Over the past couple of weeks, we have had a few instances where children have ridden or scooted onto the 
school drive without checking for vehicles while staff members are driving on site. The safety of everyone at 
school is our top priority, and we want to avoid any accidents. Thank you for your support in reminding your child 

https://www.westberks.gov.uk/libraries
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Information for Parents and Carers: Togetherness  

Togetherness is an NHS emotional health team passionate about preventative mental health. Which is now    

available free of charge to families in West Berkshire.  

This NHS backed online parenting programme supports parents and carers to better understand children’s        

development, behaviour and emotions, from pregnancy and the early years through to adolescence. Learning 

themes include brain development, attachment, routines, behaviour, and building strong parent–child               

relationships.  

The learning is flexible, non judgemental and self paced, making it easy for parents and carers to access support in 

a way that fits around family life.  

They can access the learning for free by creating an account at: https://togetherness.co.uk/berkshire-west/ using 

the access code BWFAMILIES 

 

Message from Mr Lally 

Just a quick update on Calcot Schools allotment. Over the last eight weeks the project has blossomed. The        

children have been doing lots of jobs around the allotment especially lots of watering.  Mrs Smith has been     

working hard to keep everything healthy and watered. The potatoes are just flowering, the runner beans are    

taking off and the courgettes are looking good.  There are lots of other things growing in the polytunnel. 

 

 

https://news.info.westberks.gov.uk/368C9AD4181C9A5E273214BAEA24076BE373CBDA7D75A091D2963BBE9BF1281D/F245E80AEA8C7D5EBC4B79B86C94D57B/LE35
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Forms 

Please use this link to access our school forms on the school website – please use this link to take you straight to 
them Calcot Schools - Forms 

 

Remember, your child will be unable to attend an early bird or tea bird’s session with a completed      registration 
form and terms and conditions form. We are unable to give your child medication unless the completed medica-
tion form has been completed. 

 

Community links pages 

If you are looking for any activities then please look at our community links page on our website, this is regularly 
updated   Calcot Schools - Summer 2026 Activities 

 

Below is the link for the new West Berkshire directory; 

https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/directory-search?pageNumber=1&pageSize=15&sortOption=Rank%

3Basc&distance=1609 

 

Florence Rostron 

Headteacher  

https://www.calcotschools.co.uk/page/?title=Forms&pid=155
https://www.calcotschools.co.uk/blog/?pid=9&nid=8&storyid=151
https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/directory-search?pageNumber=1&pageSize=15&sortOption=Rank%3Basc&distance=1609
https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/directory-search?pageNumber=1&pageSize=15&sortOption=Rank%3Basc&distance=1609
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Colour run tickets are on sale now, tickets are £4 each or 

3 for £10. Calcot Schools PTFA 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/ptfacalcotschools/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=119623
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Nursery 

What a fantastic month we have had in Nursery! The children have enjoyed a wide range of exciting   
activities, making the most of both our indoor and outdoor environments. Our mud kitchen has been 
full of imaginative play, with children creating potions, petal soups, mud cakes and tea parties using  
natural resources. In the sand pit, we have built volcanoes, moats and roads, exploring how water 
moves through channels. Creative activities such as vegetable printing, painting, chalking and making 
crowns have encouraged self-expression and fine motor development. 
 

The children have loved role-playing as mums, dads, mechanics, shopkeepers and firefighters, while 
construction areas have inspired them to build towers, ramps and small worlds. We have also enjoyed 
Forest School adventures, exploring the meadow, allotment and polytunnel, tasting home-grown       
produce and learning about nature. Sports Week, yoga, dance, rugby, cricket and gymnastics sessions 
have helped us develop confidence, coordination and teamwork skills. 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

This term our topic has been all about ‘Journeys’ . We shared ‘Martha Maps It Out’ and talked about the 
many journeys we make, both near and far. In Literacy, we also read ‘Daddy’s Sandwich!’ and the      
children loved discussing what they would put in their sandwiches and what they love about their dad. 

We also shared the story ‘The Train Ride’ and used repeated language to discuss what we see when 
travelling. The children showed imagination, turning tyres and crates into cars, buses and trains. We  
enjoyed our school trip to Rushall Farm. The children loved the tractor ride, met farm animals, learnt 
about bees and wheat, and created colour palettes in the woodland. It was a wonderful day and they 
represented the school brilliantly. 

 
 
 
                                                  
 
 

 
In Maths, we have explored sharing and grouping, equal and unequal groups, odd and even numbers, 
doubling facts and repeating patterns. We also developed positional language through a barrier game 
and enjoyed cooling off in the paddling pool, taking part in Cosmic Yoga and visiting our new Year 1  
classes. Although some children were nervous, they returned beaming with smiles. 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

The Reception team 
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Year 1 

What a wonderful few weeks it has been in Year 1! All of the children have worked incredibly hard with their phonics 
and have now completed their phonics screening checks. We are so proud of the positive attitude they showed  
throughout the process and the effort they put into their learning. It has been fantastic to see their confidence grow 
and to celebrate all of their hard work. 
You will find out whether your child has met the expected standard in their end-of-year report, once the final pass mark 
has been released by the government. 
The children also thoroughly enjoyed their transition visit to Year 2, where they had the opportunity to meet their new 
teachers and explore their new classrooms. They are already looking forward to their next visit. 
In English, we have continued our learning about the ‘Great Fire of London’. The children wrote thoughtful recounts 
describing what they saw and how they felt before creating their own non-fiction pages to showcase everything they 
have learned. They have become true Great Fire of London experts! 
In History, we have begun learning about castles. The children especially enjoyed working together to design and build a 
castle to protect the Queen from an attack. Through this exciting challenge, they discovered why castles were often 
built on hills to spot approaching attackers and learned about features such as arrow slits, which helped to keep the 
monarch safe. 
 
We are looking forward to continuing our learning about castles over the coming weeks. 
Reminders: 

• Please ensure that you have made payment and completed all forms on for our upcoming school trip to Cotswold 
Wildlife Park. https://forms.gle/EFaGJxHf7yptjRyY9    https://forms.gle/hEgjMsknbWoCDvBy9   

Year 2 

Year 2 have had a fantastic month filled with exciting experiences and wonderful learning opportunities! 

We were incredibly lucky to welcome Jungle Jonathon to school, who brought along a fascinating collection of animals 
for us to meet. This memorable visit has inspired our non-fiction writing, and the children have worked exceptionally 
hard to write engaging facts about a royal python, a pink-toed Peruvian tarantula, and a tailless whip scorpion. We have 
been focusing on using a range of sentence types to make our writing informative and interesting. The highlight for 
many of us was having the opportunity to touch and even hold some of the animals! 
 
We also had a wonderful time visiting the Junior School for our transition day. It was lovely to see so many familiar   
faces, and the children thoroughly enjoyed exploring their new surroundings and meeting members of the Year 3 team. 
We are very proud of how confidently and enthusiastically they embraced this exciting step. 
 
Our recent trip to Legoland was another huge success! The children had an amazing day taking part in the ‘All Around 
the World’ workshop in Lego City, where they learnt about different countries and cultures through creative building 
activities. There was also plenty of excitement as we enjoyed many of the rides and attractions throughout the park. 
The children's behaviour was excellent, and they were fantastic ambassadors for the school. 
 
Finally, a reminder that our Year 2 production, ‘The Litter Muncher’, will be performed on 1st July. The children have 
been working incredibly hard during rehearsals and are having so much fun preparing for the show. It has been        
wonderful to see so many of them stepping out of their comfort zones, growing in confidence, and showcasing their 
talents.  
Reminders: 

• If you have not already done so, please make sure you have secured your production tickets—we can't wait to 
share their hard work with you!  

https://forms.gle/EFaGJxHf7yptjRyY9
https://forms.gle/hEgjMsknbWoCDvBy9
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Junior School Update 

Year 3 
The Year 3 children have thoroughly enjoyed their English learning this term. The children have immersed      
themselves in Chapter 3: The Shooting, from our class text ‘Fantastic Mr Fox’. As part of their writing, the children 
planned and wrote a retelling of the chapter, using adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions to express time, place 
and cause. They also used this opportunity to use direct speech in a conversion to move the story forward. The 
teachers have been incredibly impressed with the children's enthusiasm, creativity and the high standard of 
writing they have produced, particularly their use of ambitious vocabulary and descriptive language. 

 

In History, the children have continued their learning about the Iron Age and have enjoyed discovering more 
about the Celts. They have been learning about Celtic settlements and how trade helped communities to exchange 
goods and resources. The children have shown great interest in exploring how people lived, worked and traded 
during this period. 

 

We have also been so proud of how sensible, respectful and mature the children have been during our PSHE     
lessons. The children have been learning about the physical changes that occur as we grow and develop into 
adults. They have learned new vocabulary, participated thoughtfully in discussions and approached the topic with 
curiosity and maturity. It has been wonderful to see such positive attitudes towards what we have called the 
‘great growing up adventure’. 

 

In Geography, the children learned about the Giant's Causeway in Northern Ireland and were fascinated by this 
remarkable natural landmark. They enjoyed discovering how thousands of interlocking basalt columns were 
formed and were amazed by the unique patterns found along the coastline. The children were particularly        
captivated by the legend of the two giants, Finn McCool and Benandonner, who were said to have created the 
causeway. They thoroughly enjoyed comparing the scientific explanation with the traditional story and asking 
thoughtful questions about this famous natural wonder. 

 

Mrs Binns has also been very impressed with the children's attitude during their swimming lessons. It has been 
wonderful to see how much their confidence has grown over recent weeks as they continue to develop this       
important life skill. The children should be very proud of the progress they have made. 

 

Finally, we have been incredibly proud of the way the children have approached their assessments this week. They 
have demonstrated excellent resilience and perseverance, tackling each challenge with a positive attitude and  
always striving to do their very best. Well done, Year 3! 

Year 4 

This month has been another busy and exciting one in Year 4. We thoroughly enjoyed our visit to Englefield House, 
where the children showed great enthusiasm despite the wet weather. Throughout the day, they explored a     
variety of informative displays and interactive demonstrations led by estate staff and local organisations. The   
children learned about a wide range of topics including health and wellbeing, local history, habitats and wildlife, 
trees and timber, farming and food production, community life, and the importance of energy and water. It was 
wonderful to see the children asking thoughtful questions, engaging with experts and making links to their     
learning back in the classroom. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on properties of shape and symmetry. The children have been identifying and 
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describing different types of angles, comparing and classifying shapes based on their properties, and exploring 
lines of symmetry. We have incorporated plenty of practical learning opportunities, allowing the children to      
investigate shapes through hands-on activities, draw lines of symmetry, and reason about their mathematical 
thinking. The children have shown increasing confidence when using mathematical vocabulary and explaining 
their ideas. 

In English, we have begun our new class text, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe’ by C. S. Lewis. The children have enjoyed being  introduced to 
the story and meeting the main characters as they begin their adventure. 
We have been using the text to inspire our reading and writing lessons, 
with a particular focus on punctuating direct speech accurately. The       
children have been learning how to use inverted commas, commas and 
other punctuation correctly when writing dialogue, and have enjoyed     
creating conversations between characters from the story. We are looking  
forward to continuing our journey through Narnia and using the text as  
inspiration for some  imaginative writing over the coming weeks. 

 

Year 5 

Year 5 have had a wonderful final term, filled with creativity, achievement and memorable experiences. 

Throughout the term, in English, we studied poetry by Joseph Coelho and used his work as inspiration for our own 
writing. Using vivid imagery, powerful vocabulary and carefully chosen language, the children created imaginative 
poems that evoked strong emotions and painted clear pictures for the reader. 

In Mrs Hancock’s class, the children wrote fantastic diary entries based on Kensuke's Kingdom. Imagining they had 
been cast away on a deserted island, they brought their experiences to life through rich descriptions and excellent 
use of grammar and language. 

During Assessment Week, the children worked incredibly hard and achieved some excellent results. As a result of 
their dedication throughout the year, they have made good progress and should be very proud of their       
achievements. 

Swimming has also been a great success. All children improved their skills, and every child participated               
enthusiastically and made the most of the experience. 

In RSE, we were particularly impressed by the children’s maturity. As we discussed important topics about growing 
up and understanding our bodies, they listened carefully, contributed thoughtfully and asked sensible, informative 
questions. 

Looking ahead, we are all excited about our upcoming trip to Paultons Park, which will be a wonderful way to   
celebrate a fantastic year. As the year comes to an end, we would like to congratulate all of Year 5 on their hard 
work, enthusiasm and success. What a great year it has been! 

Reminders: 

• Please ensure you have made payment and completed the medical form for the year 5 school trip by      
Sunday 28th June https://forms.gle/ED51bejeiT3BCGs49 

 

 

  

 

https://forms.gle/ED51bejeiT3BCGs49
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Year 6 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the final few weeks of Year 6. The children continue to impress us 
with their maturity, resilience and positive attitude. They have embraced every opportunity this term with           
enthusiasm and have shown great kindness and support towards one another. 

A particular highlight was our recent visit to PGL Outdoor Activity Centre. Despite some challenging weather, the 
children remained positive throughout and threw themselves into every activity. We were incredibly proud of the 
way they worked together, encouraged one another and demonstrated resilience when facing new challenges. 
Many children conquered personal fears, particularly during activities such as abseiling, and their behaviour 
throughout the trip was exemplary. Favourite activities included the giant swing and trapeze, although it is fair to 
say that the food proved to be just as popular! The PGL Instagram page will be deleted at the end of June so 
please make sure you have viewed the photos and videos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children who remained in school also enjoyed a fantastic week. They made pizzas, decorated biscuits and 
took part in a treasure hunt that spanned both schools. They particularly enjoyed helping Nursery and Year 1  
children in Calcot's allotment, where their kindness, patience and willingness to help were noted by staff. 

 

Our Year 6 production of The Circle of Life is now in full swing and we are incredibly proud of the effort the chil-
dren are putting into rehearsals. The singing has been superb, and it has been wonderful to see the children 
growing in confidence as they bring their characters to life. Their enthusiasm and commitment have made re-
hearsals a real pleasure to watch.  

Finally, look out for the Year 6 leavers' photograph in the Newbury Weekly News. The photograph was due to be 
published yesterday and will provide a lovely keepsake as the children approach the end of their primary school 
journey. 

Overall, it has been another memorable and successful month in Year 6. Whether at PGL, in the swimming pool, 
on the stage or in the classroom, the children have represented themselves and the school exceptionally well. We 
are very proud of all they have achieved and look forward to enjoying the final weeks of the year together. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

 

Year 6 Team 
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Infant School Certificates 

Infant School Attendance 

June Stars of the week 
 

 

 

Reception: 

RAM - Arnika and Freddie 

RJM - Thea and Jordan  
 
 
 

Year 1: 

1VW -  Marley, Ariah, Noah and Ollie  
1SA - Ajwa, Tabatha, Vihaan and Tristan  
 

 

 

 

Week ending 5th June - Attendance 96.4% Attendance Certificate awarded to Mrs Aram and Mrs 
Mangik’s classes, well done!   

 

Week ending 12th June - Attendance 98.2% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Tominey’s 
class, well done!   

 

Week ending 19th June- Attendance 96.5% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Tominey’s class, 
well done!   

 

 

Year to date Attendance 93.5% 
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Junior School Certificates 

French Certificates 

 Myla  (Y3) Pour ton excellente participation et ton enthousiasme pendent la leçon de français 

Lola (Y3) Pour ta très belle interprétation de la chanson 'Les Mois' 

Rocco  (Y6) Pour ton excellente contribution pendent la leçon de français 

Evie (Y3) Pour ton enthousiasme pendent la leçon de français 

Finn (Y3) Pour ton excellente contribution pendent la leçon de français 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Stars of the week 

Year 3: 

3ST - Charlotte, Avnoor, Maya and Ali  

3FD - Sami, Stefan, Ruben and Layla  

 

Year 4: 

4AM - All of 4AM, Luke and Sophie  

4MB - All of 4MB, Theo and Jessica  

 

Year 5: 

5DP - Troy, Elia, Louis T and Jorgie  

5AB - Wareesha, Thomas, Freddie and Jacob C  

5LH - Hira, Noah E, Samir and Elias  

 

Year 6: 

6NC - Adam, Morgan, Frankie and Ben  
6MH - Ashdon, Jaxson, Kai and Lucy  

6RS - Mia-Rose, Muhammad Qadir, Mila and Grace  

June Manners Badges 

Year 3:  

Year 4: Imran  

Year 5:  Cailey  

Year 6: Eugene  

Junior School Attendance 

Week ending 5th June - Attendance 95.8% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Bell’s class, well 
done!   
Week ending 12th June - Attendance 97.8% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Hughes's class, 
well done!   

Week ending 19th June- Attendance 99.1% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Bedding’s class, 
well done!   

Year to date Attendance 95% 

 

Read a Rainbow Certificates 

Year 5 - Elia 

 

 


