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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back, we hope you all had a restful half term and are looking forward to this half term. We have
World Book Day, The Reading Festival, productions and lots more to look forward too!

PTFA Disco Friday 6th March Years 1 — 6 (No Reception due to H&S)
Disco bookings close on Sunday 1°* March, if you have not booked a ticket by then your child will be unable

to attend. You can book tickets using this link Calcot Schools PTFA

Choir Concert

On Sunday 8th March at 3pm there will be a choir concert at Calcot Junior school with some special guests
playing instruments. This will be held in the Junior school hall and tickets are available to purchase here.
Calcot Schools PTFA We would love to see as many of you there as possible.

Class Photos

This year’s class photos will be taken on Thursday 12 March. Please ensure that children are dressed in
smart full uniform on this day. If this is a PE/Forest School day they will need to bring their clothes to school
to change into later.

World Book Day — Thursday 5" March

Please send your child to school dressed as their favourite character from a book! We can’t wait to see what
characters the children choose to be.

Reading Festival—Thursday 5th March 2pm

This year, as part of Reading week we have our very special, first-ever Calcot’s Reading Festival on Thursday
5th March 2- 3pm.

You are warmly invited to collect your children and accompany them around the school to take part in the
various activities that will be running for the hour. Due to the time of year, much of this event is taking place
indoors, which restricts the number of people we can have on site: therefore, we are limiting attendance to
one adult per family, please. In addition, we ask that children do not bring additional bags, etc. on this day, as
they will have to take belongings with them when they are dismissed. As this is a statutory school event, we
kindly ask that all children remain on site to fully take part in the festivities.

We have taken the decision not to include nursery children in this event, as they may find it a little
overwhelming. Children in the nursery will take part in other book-based activities throughout the week and
parents will be contacted separately.

If you haven’t already, please complete the google form by Sunday 1% March, so that we know who is
collecting your child. https://forms.gle/au3qi6ebyP9dgkh27



https://www.pta-events.co.uk/ptfacalcotschools/index.cfm?event=products
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/ptfacalcotschools/index.cfm?event=upcoming-events
https://forms.gle/au3qi6ebyP9dgKh27
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The Book Fair is coming back to Calcot!

Families can visit on Thursday 5th and Friday 6th March in the infant hall from 3.15pm. Please enter via
the fire exit door of the hall to avoid congestion in the office area. Please be aware that this book fair
will be cashless and books can be purchased via a QR code available on the day.

Junior School Swimming Lessons — Summer Term

Last term we published the form for swimming lessons on MCAS. These will be starting after the Easter
holidays, week commencing 20th April 2026, for years 3 - 5. Year 6 will start their swimming week
commencing 1st June 2026. In order for us to develop your child’s
swimming skills, it is important that they are placed in the correct
ability group. Please complete the form using this link https://
forms.gle/g9cEtYUXhTGcC8w19 to enable us to do this. Please be
reminded that swimming is part of the National Curriculum and
all primary schools have to submit end of KS2 data on swimming. g
If a child is not able to swim for a particular lesson, please ensure |
that you, as parent/ carer communicate this to school. If you wish
to discuss swimming lessons ahead of next term, please speak to
your child’s class teacher in the first instance.

Reminder - Year 4 MTC Meeting

In June 2022 the government introduced a statutory assessment for all year 4 pupils across the country,
in order to assess them on their times tables. The purpose of the Multiplication Check (MTC) is to
determine whether pupils can recall their times tables fluently up to 12x12- an essential skill for future
success in mathematics. Don’t forget Year 4 will be holding an information meeting after school on
Monday 2" March. Session 1 will take place in 4AM at 3.25pm and sessions 2 is online at 5pm, a link will
be sent out for this.

Calcot’s Got Talent

During the first couple of weeks in February children in the junior school were auditioning for Calcot’s
got talent. A number of performances from each year group, voted for by school council members,
performed in the assembly to the whole of the Junior school on Friday 13" We had singing, football
skills, gymnastics, musicians and dancing. All the acts were amazing and we all enjoyed watching our
talented children perform. Well done!

Production Tickets

Don’t forget bookings close on Sunday 15th March for the Year 3 production. Year 1 information will be
sent out soon. We will then let you know if we have any additional tickets. We are also asking for
voluntary contributions to support us to provide this opportunity. We have added a payment item on
MCAS, where you are able to choose the amount that you would like to pay if you are able to support
with the costs. All donations are gratefully received.



https://forms.gle/g9cEtYUXhTGcC8w19
https://forms.gle/g9cEtYUXhTGcC8w19
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Forms—Update

We have added a year group tab under forms which will include all forms related to that year i.e school
trip forms. On the main form page is the links for our generic forms to the school website — please use
this link to take you straight to them Calcot Schools - Forms

Community links pages

If you are looking for any activities to do please look at our community links page on our website, this is
regularly updated Calcot Schools - Spring 2026 Activities

Below is the link for the new West Berkshire directory, this has just been launched and they are still busy
making lots of exciting developments;

https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/directory-search?
pageNumber=1&pageSize=15&sortOption=Rank%3Basc&distance=1609

We look forward to welcoming you unto school for the forth coming events.

Flonence Rostron

Headteacher



https://www.calcotschools.co.uk/page/?title=Forms&pid=155
https://www.calcotschools.co.uk/blog/?pid=9&nid=8&storyid=151
https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/directory-search?pageNumber=1&pageSize=15&sortOption=Rank%3Basc&distance=1609
https://directory.westberks.gov.uk/directory-search?pageNumber=1&pageSize=15&sortOption=Rank%3Basc&distance=1609
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February Sporting Events

Finley Uphill Cup Round 1 and 1/4 finals Monday 3 February

The year 3 & 4 girls played absolutely fantastically, showcas-
ing great sportsmanship and energy despite the rain. The games
ended 7-0 to Calcot against Spurcroft and 6-0 to Calcot against
St Joseph's. Calcot are now through to the semi-finals! Well

| done girls. Thank you to Mrs Smith and Miss Stephenson Lewis
for accompanying the girls.

Park House Final Year 3 and 4 boys Monday 9" February

The boys played fantastically, scoring 9 goals in total and
showcasing excellent sportsmanship. Unfortunately, they lost
their last game which meant they lost out on the opportunity to
win the trophy. Thank you to our coach Mark Smith and Miss
Stephenson Lewis and Miss Bell for their support. Well done
Calcot!

Year 5 and 6 Basketball tournament — Tuesday 10" February

. The children had a fantastic time at the basketball tournament against John Rankin,
they played fantastically with one another and showcased excellent sportsmanship,
unfortunately they did not win the games so are not through to the next round.
Well done Calcot!

Year 2 Speed Stacking — Wednesday q" February

Our pupils had a fantastic time taking part in a Speed Stacker competition
at Theale Green! The children showed great enthusiasm and
determination as they challenged themselves to improve their stacking
skills and beat their personal bests. Within the competition, they enjoyed
trying a variety of different activities, working together, encouraging one
another, and celebrating their achievements. It was wonderful to see so
many smiling faces and such positive teamwork throughout the event.

A huge thank you to Mr Purvey and Miss Kirkby for driving the team on the school minibus and all the parents
that came along to support the matches. The children love having you there to support them.
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Message from Year 6 Change Team

Thank you to everyone that came along to our end of term cake sale. We raised £89.45
and this will go towards clubs and initiatives we put in place this year.

1

\ %Y& .

We all visited the local care home “Friends of the Elderly” again and we had a great time
and we hope they all did too! There were lots of smiles when we left. Some of our new
friends are coming into school to visit us next week in Reading Week.

We were lucky enough to meet Gerry twice this month. Gerry is 95 and an ex pupil at
Calcot, he spent time to talking to us about his time at school here and also about his time
in the RAF. On his second visit the choir sang to him in the hall. We are doing a joint
concert with the school choir and his choir next term. Save the date, Sunday 14th June.
More information to follow.
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Coffee mornings

Mrs Chester will be hosting the following events alongside some guest speakers.

Dates for 2026:

Wed 6th May - Lizzie Paterson from the Autism Advisory Team will be joining us in the
Infant School from 9am to 10.30am.

Wed 3" June — Sleep support/advice from the School Nursing Team in the Infant School

from 9am to 10.30am

To show your interest and to reserve a space please email Mrs Chester:

mchester@c-inf.w-berks.sch.uk

We look forward to seeing you!!



mailto:mchester@c-inf.w-berks.sch.uk
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Tickets

Y3 & Y4 4. 3OPM -5.45PM
Y5 & Y6 6PM =7.15PM

¥ THckegts gn sale
Friday 30" January 2026 till
Sunday 1** March 2026

https:// www.pta-events.co.uk/ptfacalcotschools



https://www.pta-events.co.uk/ptfacalcotschools/index.cfm?event=upcoming-events
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UserFiles/Files/

West Berkshire

ZLIBRARIES

World Book Day Witchy
Storytime and Craft

Thursday 5 March, 3.55-5.0000M
Theale Library

Step mmto tha msgical world of Winnis snd Wilbur
for a spacal storytime sdvemturs followsd by a
spalibinding witch-thamad craft session. Wa invite
you to fly ower in your favouwrita World Book ey
costums and join tha fun:

FREE avant, but & donation of dxis kindly
suggestad to halp support our activitias.

Suitahle for childran up to 8 years.

Farmara information: o11E g30 3207
thealelbrary{@wastharks. gov.uk

W WestBerkshire



https://www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Holybrook_Photography_Competition_Rules_2026_with_Logo.pdf
https://www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Holybrook_Photography_Competition_Rules_2026_with_Logo.pdf
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Nursery

We have had a lovely month in the nursery filled with fun, laughter, learning, and of course, lots of play!
We've had to embrace the great British weather as it has been a very wet month. While some children
were a little unsure about being out in the rain, with lots of encouragement and praise, they have really
enjoyed spending time outdoors—fresh air is so good for their wellbeing and immune systems.

The children are thriving with our free-flow timetable and are confidently choosing where they would
like to play. We’ve seen many more children exploring the outdoor environment, especially our
courtyard, where exciting messy play opportunities have been available thanks to the kind donations we
have received—thank you again to everyone who contributed! Some of our most popular activities have
been cornflour, shaving foam, coloured water, rice, and playdough made from the donated ingredients.
Mrs Dent kindly visited the scrapstore and collected some wonderful treasures for our indoor and
outdoor areas. The children have loved using cable reels and planks outside, turning them into
skateboards, cars, and all sorts of imaginative creations. Indoors, our new loose-parts area has been
very popular. The children have been exploring and building with different resources—using long
cardboard tubes as marble ramps, tins to build skyscrapers, and pots and lids for sorting and imaginative
play.

We ended the term with lots of Valentine’s-themed activities, which we hope you’ve enjoyed seeing on
Tapestry. We are always looking for ways to enhance our environment and activities, and your
donations make such a positive difference for your children’s learning—thank you for your continued
support. We hope all our families had a wonderful half-term break!

Reception

Ahoy me hearties! This month we had great fun learning all about pirates. The children created treasure
maps and worked together to hunt for gold, showing fantastic teamwork. In PE, we played the game
“Captain’s Coming”, walked the plank and avoided the sharks! We practised our reading skills by sorting
words into “trash or treasure” and sang sea shanties.

We also enjoyed learning about Lunar New Year. We read the story of “The Great Race” and discovered
which animals represent different birth years. The children explored noodles outdoors, tried Chinese
writing, role-played in our Chinese takeaway, and made colourful lanterns in the creative area. The
children also enjoyed creating kindness potions.

In Maths, we have continued exploring the composition of numbers 6, 7 and 8 using the language of
“part” and “whole”, including ladybird spot patterns. We have also introduced odd and even numbers,
learning that even numbers can always be paired equally, and we have also been learning how to
double numbers.

We had a fantastic time at Don Rae’s dance and drama workshop, especially parading with the dragon
and performing with ribbons and dancing to “Kung Fu Fighting” for our families.

Reminders
. Please name all clothing clearly.

. Donations of large playground chalk would be greatly appreciated.
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Year 1

Year 1 have had a fantastic end to the half term! The children have thoroughly enjoyed learning the

songs for our brand-new song play, “The Enormous Turnip”, and their enthusiasm has been wonderful to

see. Please keep an eye out for letters coming home soon with information about parts, costumes and

performance dates — we can’t wait to share it with you!

We have also completed our learning about Madagascar, finishing with the children creating their own

rainforest habitats. They explored which animals live in the rainforest and why the climate is so hot, even

locating the equator and learning why it is much warmer in Madagascar than here in the UK.

In Literacy, we have begun learning about instructional writing. The children have been exploring verbs

as action words and understanding that every sentence needs a verb to make sense. We’ve had great fun

acting out different verbs to bring our learning to life — lots of energy and laughter all around!

Reminders

. Don't forget to sign up and join us on World Book Day (Thursday 5* March) for our very first Calcot
Reading Festival

. School Disco is on Friday 6" March - this can be signed up for via the PTFA website.

Year 2

We have had such a busy and exciting few weeks in Year
2!

In DT, we designed and made our very own vehicles. The
children carefully followed the full design process — first
designing, then planning, experimenting, and finally
making their vehicles. They showed great perseverance
and creativity throughout.

After constructing them, we painted our vehicles and 2 e
then had a very exciting afternoon putting them to the e R o

test! We raced them in the hall to see how well they %§§i§;§"’ﬁ}‘%’"‘-?j}"‘§‘?§§§
worked. There was lots of cheering, problem-solving and big smiles as the children evaluated how
successful their designs were. It was wonderful to see them applying their learning in such a practical
way.

UNERAL - HENSY |
S BURED ™ THE
ABBEY CHURCH

Year 2 had a fantastic time on our school trip to Reading Abbey and
Reading Museum. It was so special to bring all of their history learning to
life by walking through the abbey ruins and seeing the artefacts up close
in the museum.

The children were exceptionally well behaved and represented the school
brilliantly. We were so proud of them! It was lovely to see how engaged
they were — asking thoughtful questions, making connections to their
learning and showing genuine curiosity throughout the day.

Well done, Year 2!
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Junior School Update

Year 3

Year 3 have had a fantastic month and we are so proud of them! They have been working incredibly hard in
Maths, mastering column addition with 3-digit numbers and learning how to exchange confidently. The
children have shown great determination and resilience, and their progress has been wonderful to see. We
are now looking forward to starting subtraction next!

Year 3 also had an amazing time on their trip to London. They thoroughly enjoyed visiting the Natural History
Museum and were thrilled to see The Lion King — what a special treat! The children were fantastic role
models for our school throughout the trip, and all of the teachers were extremely proud of their excellent
behaviour and enthusiasm.

In addition, the children did an excellent job making their own garden salads. They made sure to be very
hygienic and handled the knives safely and sensibly. They loved tucking into their delicious salads afterwards
— a wonderful way to practise their food preparation skills!

Reminders

. Please book your tickets for our production if you haven’t already https://forms.gle/
kPsWuytu3Nx4gAeE6 Bookings close on Sunday 15th March. If you are able to make a voluntary
contribution towards the cost of the production it would be greatly appreciated. This would help to
cover the cost of the sets, props and programmes. Any amount would be gratefully received, no matter
how small. There is payment item on MCAS for donations.

Year 4

Year 4 have continued to work incredibly hard and it has been lovely to see their confidence growing across
the curriculum. At the end of last term, the children completed their retelling of ‘Perseus and Medusa’,
focusing on using fronted adverbials to build tension and guide the reader through the action. We were so
proud of the creativity and resilience they showed, and it was wonderful to see them applying their grammar
skills so confidently.

We have now begun our new English text, ‘The Butterfly Lion’. Our current focus is on writing consistently in
the correct tense, helping the children to develop greater accuracy and control in their work, alongside
exploring character emotions and themes. In Maths, we have just started our fractions unit and are building
our understanding of what fractions represent and how they can be shown in different ways. We are also
continuing to practise times tables regularly as we prepare for the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). Thank
you for supporting your children with Times Tables Rock Stars at home.

We ended last term with a fantastic trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park. Despite the rain, the children were
brilliant and fully embraced the experience, taking part in a habitats workshop that linked perfectly to our
Science learning. Making bread rolls in DT was another highlight. The children loved getting hands-on and
were very proud of their creations.



https://forms.gle/kPsWuytu3Nx4qAeE6
https://forms.gle/kPsWuytu3Nx4qAeE6
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Year 5

Year 5 have been working incredibly hard this term, as usual, and we are so proud of their efforts and enthusiasm
across all areas of the curriculum.

In English, the children have absolutely loved continuing their study of ‘The Highwayman’. They have particularly
enjoyed writing letters to the King’s men from the perspective of Tim, the stable boy. The children fully immersed
themselves in the character, carefully considering how Tim would write, the emotions he would be feeling and the
details he would choose to include. They considered the layout and structure of a letter, thoughtfully ensuring their
writing was both engaging and authentic to the character. It has been wonderful to see their creativity and
empathy shine through in their work.

In Maths, the children have been developing their understanding of how to multiply and divide by 10, 100 and
1,000, applying this knowledge to real-life contexts, particularly when working with measurements. They have
shown great determination in mastering these skills and have grown in confidence when explaining their reasoning.

Science has been an exciting and hands-on subject this term, as the children have been exploring forces. They
designed and created their own parachutes to investigate air resistance, tested friction using different surfaces and
toy cars, and even built their own pulleys and levers. The children thoroughly enjoyed carrying out practical
investigations and thinking scientifically about their results.

In PE, Year 5 have been enjoying yoga. They have learned a range of different poses and worked collaboratively to
create their own sequences. It has been fantastic to see their balance, flexibility and teamwork developing, as well
as the calm focus they bring to each session.

It truly has been a great term. Thank you to the children for their continued hard work and enthusiasm, and thank
you to parents for your ongoing support.

Year 6

Year 6 have continued to impress us with their maturity, resilience and growing determination. They approach their
learning with genuine curiosity and have shown a thoughtful attitude across all areas of school life.

In History, the children have been learning about World War | and World War II. They were particularly fascinated
by the topic of rationing, especially discovering that people were limited to just one egg a week or one new outfit a
year! They were amazed to learn that rationing lasted for 14 years. Their thoughtful discussions have shown how
much they are developing their historical understanding and empathy.

A real highlight this term was our trip to London, where the children visited the Houses of Parliament and the
Imperial War Museum. Their behaviour throughout the day was exemplary and we received many compliments
from both museum and parliamentary staff. At the museum, the children asked insightful and pertinent questions
about wartime shelters, aeroplanes and life in the trenches, gaining a powerful understanding of what it was like
during WWII.

The opportunity to meet a real-life Lord, Lord Russell of Liverpool, was particularly memorable. The children
observed a debate in the House of Lords regarding social media restrictions for under-16s and had the chance to
ask thoughtful questions about how democracy and government work. It was an inspiring and valuable experience.

We also enjoyed a fantastic morning taking part and watching Calcot’s Got Talent. From steel pans and magic tricks
to singing, football skills, gymnastics, drawing, jokes and dancing, the variety of performances was wonderful. It
was lovely to see so many children confidently auditioning and showcasing their talents and interests. The
enthusiasm and support shown for one another was a real highlight.

Overall, it has been another busy and enriching month in Year 6. The children continue to demonstrate curiosity,
confidence and resilience in all they do. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
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Infant School Certificates

February Stars of the week

Reception:
RAM - Brooke, Fianna, Aziel and Lianna

RJM - Oscar, Alecia Jane, Zoe and Jovan

Year 1:

1VW - Frank, Isla, Luca, Edward, Rosie and Amira
1SA - Frankie, Abbey, Finley, Arlie, Layla and Evelina

Year 2:
2CK - Victoria, Benjamin, Skylar and Junior

2RT - Caitlin and Jastin

Infant School Attendance

Week ending 30th January- Attendance 97.1% Attendance Certificate awarded to Mrs Mangik’s class,
well done!

Week ending 6" February - Attendance 95.1% Attendance Certificate awarded to Mrs Mayhew’s
class, well done!

Week ending 13" February - Attendance 95.6% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Tominey’s
class, well done!

Year to date Attendance 93.4%
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Junior School Certificates
February Stars of the week
Year 3:
3ST - Jay-Junior, Ali, All of 3ST,
3FD - Maddie, Kamden, All of 3FD
3SL - All of 3SL,

Year 4:
4AM - Robbie and Ollie

4MB - Alyssia and Freddie

Year 5:

5DP - Anders, Thea, Kye and Bonnie

5AB - Charlie, Jacob, Wareesha and Shay
5LH - Kabir, Hira, Marley and Ajeebah

Year 6:

6NC - All of 6NC, Nova and Finley
6MH - All of 6MH, Oscar and Muhammad Qadir

6RS - All of 6RS, Katie and Marcus

French Certificates

Shiloh (Y5) Pour toujours faire de ton mieux Rayyan (Y3) Pour ton fantastique effort
Ethan (Y5) Pour toujours faire de ton mieux Rosie (Y3) Pour ton attitude toujours positive
February Manners Badges Read a Rainbow Certificates

Year 5: Sofia and Zaynab (Y6) Morgan

Year 6: Alex, (Y6) Allayna

(Y4) Sulaymaan

Junior School Attendance

Week ending 30th January- Attendance 98.6% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Stephenson-Lewis’ class, well
done!

Week ending 6" February - Attendance 97.6% Attendance Certificate awarded to Miss Patterson’s & Mrs Hancock’s class,
well done!

Year to date Attendance 95.3%




